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With fewer people using cheques or cash, 
we are pleased to off er several convenient 
ways to donate:

 Scan the QR or visit 

and select the Donate button. 
Ensure that “St. Paul’s Basilica” 
is selected from the parish 
drop-down menu.

Tap your card against an amount 
on the device at the back of the 
church to make a donation. 
For a year-end tax receipt, 
register your physical card by 
scanning the QR code beside 
the TipTap device. 

2026 2025 Diff 
Oct 4 $ 05,300 $ 03,417 �$ 01,883

Oct 11 $ 04,868 $ 04,198 �$ 01,670
Oct 18* $ 06,238 $ 06,361 �$ 01,122
Oct 25 $ 03,407 $ 03,489 �$ 01,182

Mth Totals ‡ $ 19,813 $ 17,465 �$ 12,348

• - Shepherds’ Trust Fund
• - Preservation Fund

Join us this Sunday, November 1, 2026, as 
we welcome Bishop Kasun for the offi  cial 
installation of Fr. Charles Forget as the new 
Pastor of St. Paul’s Basilica!

Following the 11:00 a.m. Installation Mass, 
all parishioners are warmly invited to the 
parish hall for light refreshments and a 
welcome reception. We look forward to 
celebrating this joyous occasion with you!

We are beginning preparations for the 2027 
off ertory envelope boxes. Many parishioners 
regularly use the pink or blue guest envelopes 
in the pews. If this applies to you, consider 
registering for numbered off ertory envelopes 
or a parish donation number. Th is makes it 
easier to record your donations and issue 
year-end tax receipts, while saving you from 
writing your name and address each week. 
Contact the offi  ce or fi ll out a parishioner 
registration form found near the entrances.

November is traditionally a special time for 
remembering and praying for our beloved 
departed, giving thanks for their lives and 
entrusting them to God’s loving care. Th e 
parish will have a Book of  Remembrance 
in which parishioners may write the names 
of deceased family members and friends for 
whom they wish the parish to off er prayers. 
All names entered in the book will be 
remembered at every Mass throughout the 
month of November.

On Monday, November 2, the 
Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed (All Souls Day), the parish will 
celebrate a special Mass at 7 pm to pray for 
all our beloved departed.  

Th e Daughters of St. Paul will visit our parish 
next weekend, November 7 & 8, before and 
after all Masses, with a display of Catholic 
books and faith formation resources to help 
you and your family grow in faith.  Come 
out and meet the sisters as they share their 
mission of communicating Christ with their 
lives and with all forms of media.

Th e Daughters of St. Paul are based in 
Toronto and operate the Pauline Books & 
Media Centre. To learn more about them or 
place a special order, visit  or 
call 416-781-9131. We invite you to stop by 
and meet the sisters!

Th e annual Shepherds’ Trust collection will 
be held  Th is collection 
supports the needs of elderly and disabled 
priests so they can lead a dignifi ed life after 
many years of ministry.

Our next monthly Preservation Fund 
collection will be held on 

Th is collection helps cover the ongoing 
maintenance needed to preserve and care for 
our beautiful Basilica, ensuring it remains 
open and welcoming to all.
We thank you in advance for your support, 
generosity and continued commitment.

�

4:30 pm ♦ † Jullianne Gabriel

8:30 am ♦ All Saints / For the People
11:00 am ♦ All Saints / For the People

7:00 pm ♦ All Souls of the Faithful Departed

7:00 pm ♦ † Mary Ann Meagher-O’Neill

8:30 am ♦ Private Intention

8:30 am ♦ Private Intention

8:30 am ♦ Private Intention

�

With fewer people using cheques or cash, 
we are pleased to off er several convenient 
ways to donate:

 Scan the QR or visit 

and select the Donate button. 
Ensure that “St. Paul’s Basilica” 
is selected from the parish 
drop-down menu.

Tap your card against an amount 
on the device at the back of the 
church to make a donation. 
For a year-end tax receipt, 
register your physical card by 
scanning the QR code beside 
the TipTap device. 

2026 2025 Diff 
Oct 4 $ 05,300 $ 03,417 �$ 01,883

Oct 11 $ 04,868 $ 04,198 �$ 01,670
Oct 18* $ 06,238 $ 06,361 �$ 01,122
Oct 25 $ 03,407 $ 03,489 �$ 01,182

Mth Totals ‡ $ 19,813 $ 17,465 �$ 12,348

• - Shepherds’ Trust Fund
• - Preservation Fund

Join us this Sunday, November 1, 2026, as 
we welcome Bishop Kasun for the offi  cial 
installation of Fr. Charles Forget as the new 
Pastor of St. Paul’s Basilica!

Following the 11:00 a.m. Installation Mass, 
all parishioners are warmly invited to the 
parish hall for light refreshments and a 
welcome reception. We look forward to 
celebrating this joyous occasion with you!

We are beginning preparations for the 2027 
off ertory envelope boxes. Many parishioners 
regularly use the pink or blue guest envelopes 
in the pews. If this applies to you, consider 
registering for numbered off ertory envelopes 
or a parish donation number. Th is makes it 
easier to record your donations and issue 
year-end tax receipts, while saving you from 
writing your name and address each week. 
Contact the offi  ce or fi ll out a parishioner 
registration form found near the entrances.

November is traditionally a special time for 
remembering and praying for our beloved 
departed, giving thanks for their lives and 
entrusting them to God’s loving care. Th e 
parish will have a Book of  Remembrance 
in which parishioners may write the names 
of deceased family members and friends for 
whom they wish the parish to off er prayers. 
All names entered in the book will be 
remembered at every Mass throughout the 
month of November.

On Monday, November 2, the 
Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed (All Souls Day), the parish will 
celebrate a special Mass at 7 pm to pray for 
all our beloved departed.  

Th e Daughters of St. Paul will visit our parish 
next weekend, November 7 & 8, before and 
after all Masses, with a display of Catholic 
books and faith formation resources to help 
you and your family grow in faith.  Come 
out and meet the sisters as they share their 
mission of communicating Christ with their 
lives and with all forms of media.

Th e Daughters of St. Paul are based in 
Toronto and operate the Pauline Books & 
Media Centre. To learn more about them or 
place a special order, visit or
call 416-781-9131. We invite you to stop by 
and meet the sisters!

Th e annual Shepherds’ Trust collection will 
be held  Th is collection 
supports the needs of elderly and disabled 
priests so they can lead a dignifi ed life after 
many years of ministry.

Our next monthly Preservation Fund 
collection will be held on 

Th is collection helps cover the ongoing 
maintenance needed to preserve and care for 
our beautiful Basilica, ensuring it remains 
open and welcoming to all.
We thank you in advance for your support, 
generosity and continued commitment.

�

4:30 pm ♦ † Jullianne Gabriel

8:30 am ♦ All Saints / For the People
11:00 am ♦ All Saints / For the People

7:00 pm ♦ All Souls of the Faithful Departed

7:00 pm ♦ † Mary Ann Meagher-O’Neill

8:30 am ♦ Private Intention

8:30 am ♦ Private Intention

8:30 am ♦ Private Intention

�

Many Christians might believe that there are no biblical references 
supporting praying for those who have died, thinking it would be 
futile since their lives are over and they will be judged based on their 
actions in the body. In other words, ‘It’s too late for them.” However, 
two books in the Catholic and Orthodox Bibles, 1 Maccabees and 
2 Maccabees, address the topic of praying for the dead. Protestant 
scholars do not consider these books and fi ve others as inspired, 
viewing them as having historical value but not including them 
in the canon of Scripture. Nonetheless, it is both fascinating and 
explicit that the Bible does support the teaching that we should and 
must pray for the dead, as shown in the Second Book of Maccabees, 
12:32-46. It recounts a battle where the Lord heard Judas’ prayer 
to God for help, resulting in only a few Jews being killed. When 
Judas and his soldiers went to gather and bury the slain, they found 
that some had amulets hidden under their tunics—images of pagan 
idols, which were, of course, forbidden for the Jewish people to wear. 
Judas understood that these men fell because they had betrayed their 
trust in the God of Israel, who would grant them victory over their 
enemies. Th ey praised and thanked the Lord for His intervention, 
recognizing that the Lord had revealed His knowledge to them—
knowledge He already possessed as God. God sees and knows all. 
So, what did they do in response? Th ey prayed for God’s forgiveness 
for the souls of those Jews who had betrayed God and sinned against 
Him by relying on false, pagan gods.

Why would they do this?  Why pray to God for His forgiveness for 
those who had died?  Were they not already judged in the sense that 
God permitted their deaths on the battlefi eld because they relied 
on false idols instead of the One God the Jews worshipped?  And if 
this praying for the dead Jews who were slain in battle by the enemy 
went against God, why would they think God would forgive them, 
let alone listen to their prayers that He do so through Judas and 
his men?  No.  It was not off ensive to God that they prayed and 
interceded for those who had sinned and died in their sin.

Judas Maccabeus led the Jewish people in war against their enemies 
and, as noted above, recognized that their great victory was due to 
God, not their own eff orts. Judas, as leader, instructed his soldiers 
after the battle not to give in to sin, mindful of those fallen Jews 
who had trusted in pagan idols (the wearing of amulets) and had 
died. Yet, even for those who had been killed for off ending God, 
could and should be prayed for. Th ey collected money to send for a 
sacrifi ce to be made on behalf of the dead. Today, at every Mass, we 
pray for the dead, both for those who died as Christians believing 
in Jesus and for all those whose “faith is known to God alone”.  

Lord, I give You (name). You knew them before I did, and You love 
them more than I could. Th ank You for the years You gave us, for 
everything they were to me, and for the ways they showed me Your 
love. Forgive them whatever needs forgiving, and bring them home 
to Your presence, where there are no more tears. Give them rest, and 
give me hope that I will see them again. Amen.

Father in heaven, I pray for my mother (or father), (name), who 
gave me life and raised me. Th ank You for their love, their sacrifi ces 
and even their failings, which made me who I am. Receive them 
into Your mercy, and let them rest in Your peace until the day we 
meet again. Amen.

Lord, (name) died today. I can’t take it in yet. Please receive them 
with mercy and let them rest in peace. Be with everyone who loved 
them tonight, especially the ones who were there at the end. And 
help me get through the next few days. Amen.

Father, my child (name) is with You now, and I don’t know how to 
live with that. Hold them for me. Keep them safe and at peace with 
You. When I can’t fi nd any words, please take my tears as my prayer. 
Amen.
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gave me life and raised me. Th ank You for their love, their sacrifi ces 
and even their failings, which made me who I am. Receive them 
into Your mercy, and let them rest in Your peace until the day we 
meet again. Amen.

Lord, (name) died today. I can’t take it in yet. Please receive them 
with mercy and let them rest in peace. Be with everyone who loved 
them tonight, especially the ones who were there at the end. And 
help me get through the next few days. Amen.

Father, my child (name) is with You now, and I don’t know how to 
live with that. Hold them for me. Keep them safe and at peace with 
You. When I can’t fi nd any words, please take my tears as my prayer. 
Amen.

�

Many Christians might believe that there are no biblical references 
supporting praying for those who have died, thinking it would be 
futile since their lives are over and they will be judged based on their 
actions in the body. In other words, ‘It’s too late for them.” However, 
two books in the Catholic and Orthodox Bibles, 1 Maccabees and 
2 Maccabees, address the topic of praying for the dead. Protestant 
scholars do not consider these books and fi ve others as inspired, 
viewing them as having historical value but not including them 
in the canon of Scripture. Nonetheless, it is both fascinating and 
explicit that the Bible does support the teaching that we should and 
must pray for the dead, as shown in the Second Book of Maccabees, 
12:32-46. It recounts a battle where the Lord heard Judas’ prayer 
to God for help, resulting in only a few Jews being killed. When 
Judas and his soldiers went to gather and bury the slain, they found 
that some had amulets hidden under their tunics—images of pagan 
idols, which were, of course, forbidden for the Jewish people to wear. 
Judas understood that these men fell because they had betrayed their 
trust in the God of Israel, who would grant them victory over their 
enemies. Th ey praised and thanked the Lord for His intervention, 
recognizing that the Lord had revealed His knowledge to them—
knowledge He already possessed as God. God sees and knows all. 
So, what did they do in response? Th ey prayed for God’s forgiveness 
for the souls of those Jews who had betrayed God and sinned against 
Him by relying on false, pagan gods.

Why would they do this?  Why pray to God for His forgiveness for 
those who had died?  Were they not already judged in the sense that 
God permitted their deaths on the battlefi eld because they relied 
on false idols instead of the One God the Jews worshipped?  And if 
this praying for the dead Jews who were slain in battle by the enemy 
went against God, why would they think God would forgive them, 
let alone listen to their prayers that He do so through Judas and 
his men?  No.  It was not off ensive to God that they prayed and 
interceded for those who had sinned and died in their sin.

Judas Maccabeus led the Jewish people in war against their enemies 
and, as noted above, recognized that their great victory was due to 
God, not their own eff orts. Judas, as leader, instructed his soldiers 
after the battle not to give in to sin, mindful of those fallen Jews 
who had trusted in pagan idols (the wearing of amulets) and had 
died. Yet, even for those who had been killed for off ending God, 
could and should be prayed for. Th ey collected money to send for a 
sacrifi ce to be made on behalf of the dead. Today, at every Mass, we 
pray for the dead, both for those who died as Christians believing 
in Jesus and for all those whose “faith is known to God alone”.  

Lord, I give You (name). You knew them before I did, and You love 
them more than I could. Th ank You for the years You gave us, for 
everything they were to me, and for the ways they showed me Your 
love. Forgive them whatever needs forgiving, and bring them home 
to Your presence, where there are no more tears. Give them rest, and 
give me hope that I will see them again. Amen.

Father in heaven, I pray for my mother (or father), (name), who 
gave me life and raised me. Th ank You for their love, their sacrifi ces 
and even their failings, which made me who I am. Receive them 
into Your mercy, and let them rest in Your peace until the day we 
meet again. Amen.

Lord, (name) died today. I can’t take it in yet. Please receive them 
with mercy and let them rest in peace. Be with everyone who loved 
them tonight, especially the ones who were there at the end. And 
help me get through the next few days. Amen.

Father, my child (name) is with You now, and I don’t know how to 
live with that. Hold them for me. Keep them safe and at peace with 
You. When I can’t fi nd any words, please take my tears as my prayer. 
Amen.
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